
Associate Pastor Q & A 
 

What’s the difference between an assistant pastor and an associate pastor?  
There are two key differences between an assistant and an associate pastor within the PCA.  
  
The first has to do with the relationship of the pastor to the church. For our denomination, it’s 
explained this way: “the relationship of the associate pastor to the church is determined by 
the congregation. The relationship of the assistant pastor to the church is determined by the  
Session” (Book of Church Order 22.4).  
  
Presbyterians believe that church members have the right to elect those who will exercise  
spiritual authority over them. This means that the ruling elders, as elected by and on behalf of 
the congregation, can select an assistant pastor to serve alongside the Session and the Senior 
Pastor in shepherding the congregation. Electing an associate pastor directly involves church 
members in filling the role.  
  
The second difference, which is tied to the first, is the role of the pastor in relationship to the 
work of the Session. Assistant pastors attend session meetings as a “guest” taking part in the 
discussion, but not as a voting member. The congregation elects an associate pastor to serve 
as a member of the Session with a voice and vote similar to the way they choose their senior 
pastor and ruling elders.  
  
Why now?  
In the Spring of 2018, the URC congregation tasked a search committee with finding a pastor 
who could help with the pastoral responsibilities and duties of a congregation the size of the 
church. The Session extended a call in August, and Kevin officially began as an assistant  
pastor in November of that year. After having Kevin minister among us for over a year and a 
half now, the elders recommend that the congregation have the opportunity to call him to be 
their associate pastor.  
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Previous ministry experience?  
In his first decade of ministry, Kevin was as an ordained minister in 
nondenominational churches in Southeast Louisiana; first as a 
youth pastor and later as a college and young adult pastor. Next, 
he spent four years on staff at First Presbyterian Church in  
Jackson, MS. He most recently served in a similar role to the one 
he has here at URC as the Associate Pastor of New Covenant  
Presbyterian Church (EPC) in Mandeville, La.  

Areas of Responsibility? 
Some primary responsibilities that Kevin has include regular preaching and teaching,  
overseeing our Growth Groups, connecting visitors and new attendees to the church, leading 
The About URC class, helping new members assimilate into the life of the church, equipping 
and mobilizing members to minister in the church and the community, as well as normal  
ministerial duties including pastoral counseling, discipleship, hospital visitation, etc. 

Brief bio 
Kevin was born and raised in a Christian home in New Orleans, Louisiana. Through church 
participation and family devotional time, he trusted in Christ as his savior as a child. At sixteen 
he sensed that the Lord was calling him to vocational ministry. After high school, Kevin  
attended Bible college and from there he began in ministry as a youth pastor. Years later,  
desiring further training for pastoral ministry, he and his wife Emily moved to Jackson,  
Mississippi for him to pursue a Master of Divinity Degree from Reformed Theological Semi-
nary.  

Kevin enjoys the work of a pastor and loves being a part of the ministry of URC. In his free 
time he loves spending time with his family and friends, reading, watching football and  
basketball, cooking, listening to podcasts, trying food he has never had before, and exploring 
Michigan. 
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